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Austria’s approach to E4A at country level
interdisciplinary research, required expertise and resources 

(platforms, big data, budgets and financial resources)

Dr. Friedrich Hinterberger
Member of the Club of Rome

Conference „No Limits to Hope”, Academia Română, București, 5.11.2026

Sustainability researcher

Networker, communicator and activist

Member of the Club of Rome

https:/ / f r i tz .h interberger.com

Friedrich „Fritz“ Hinterberger

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/transcoded/7/71/Ro-Bucure%C8%99ti.ogg/Ro-Bucure%C8%99ti.ogg.mp3
http://www.wachstumimwandel.at/
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National 
Engagement

What I want to achieve

• present the Austrian approach
• link Limits to Growth with Earth4All, 

Materials and No Limits to Hope
• be available for your questions...

... now and after the conference
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From „Limits to Growth“ to an „Earth4All“

1972

First report
to the Club of Rome

The Limits 
to Growth
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The „limits to growth“ are here to stay

The „Limits to Growth“ 
become increasingly noticable

Growth is „slowing down“ 
(= linear, not exponential).

The „growth drivers“ aren‘t driving any more:

- Supply: work, capital, natural resources
- Demand: consumption, exports, 

investment and government expenditure
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Report to the
Club of Rome

Earth for All

A Survival Guide
for Humanity

2022

2022
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The 5 necessary „turnarounds“
to achieve an Earth4All

� ���������9MJ�ȁ[J�YZWSFWTZSIX

 .SJVZFQNY^  XTHNFQ�XZW[N[FQ�

 +TTI  UM^XNHFQ�XZW[N[FQ

 *SJWL^  UM^XNHFQ�FSI�JHTSTRNH�XZW[N[FQ

 5T[JWY^  UM^XNHFQ�FSI�LQTGFQ�XZW[N[FQ

 *RUT\JWRJSY  UTQNYNHFQ�XZW[N[FQ
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2024
A Survial Guide

for Austria

Wellbeing Trends for Austria
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P a r a d i g m e n ­
w e c h s e l 
n a t i o n a l e r 
U n g l e i c h h e i t e n

Meike Bukowski
Club of Rome — Austrian Chapter
Mitglied

...................................

Broad
participation

Active
sponsors,
experts and 
stakeholders
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Vision

Levers
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Plea for a better economic understanding

Some emerging fields:

Donut Economics (Kate Raworth)

Foundational Economics (Alltagsökonomie)

Circular Economy

Feminist / care economics

Mission orientation

New comprehensive indicators
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Presentation at the first
Vienna Climate Biennial
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Earth4All Austria
www.clubofrome.at/projekt-earth4all-oesterreich 

Club of Rome – Austrian Chapter
www.clubofrome.at 

with links to english translations !
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Despite differing perspectives on growth issues, working
together to chart a course towards a positive future and 
a good life.

• What constitutes a good life? 
• What should grow, and what should not,

what must grow? 
• Environmental impact? Quality of life?
• How shall costs and benefits be distributed?

https://www.wachstumimwandel.at

How we carry on (1):
Growth in Transition

The Wellbeing Economy Alliance (WeAll)

Wellbeing Economy Governments
(Schottland, Island, Wales, Neuseeland, Finland)

„Life itself is wealth!“  (Christine Ax)

https://weall.org/hub/austria

Wealth and Wellbeing

https://www.wachstumimwandel.at/
https://weall.org/hub/austria
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How we carry on (2): 
The Role of Materials

Super Pit Gold Mine,
Kalgoorlie, WA, 2023.
©  Chris Olszewski

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Kgbo
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Materials matter

� ���������9MJ�ȁ[J�YZWSFWTZSIX

 .SJVZFQNY^  XTHNFQ�XZW[N[FQ�

 +TTI  UM^XNHFQ�XZW[N[FQ

 *SJWL^  UM^XNHFQ�FSI�JHTSTRNH�XZW[N[FQ

 5T[JWY^  UM^XNHFQ�FSI�LQTGFQ�XZW[N[FQ

 *RUT\JWRJSY  UTQNYNHFQ�XZW[N[FQ

 2FYJWNFQX� 
� FSI�(TSȂNHYX�  LQTGFQJX� GJWQJGJS
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Materials for „clean energy“...

... or arms?

Source: Hackett et al. (2025): 
Critical Raw Materials and European Defence.
International Institute for Strategic Studies

... share the same need for materials!

Missiles and windmills...
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How we carry on (2): 
Planetary Peace!

From „No Limits to Learning“ (Salzburg 1979)
to „No Limits to Hope“ (Bucaresti 2016)
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How we carry on (3)
It‘s the process: 5 Steps 

• Best available knowledge
• Mourn and accept the existence of crises
• Understand the systemic connections
• Set concrete goals for a good life
• Work together to achieve them
• Celebrate what has been achieved!

https://salzkammergut.wellbeing.jetzt

https://wachstumimwandel.at/
imagine-the-pluriverse/

And now: 
From Bucharest (2026) to Salzburg (2027)!

https://salzkammergut.wellbeing.jetzt/
https://wachstumimwandel.at/imagine-the-pluriverse/
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Join me on
Substack !

Multumesc, thank you ... !

https://fr itz.hinterberger.com fritz@hinterberger.com

The presentation is available
here for download:

https://fritz.hinterberger.com/
mailto:fritz@hinterberger.com

